
Unit 29: Session 2 – Trusting in Christ in Life and Death 

Memory Verse: Romans 10:9-10 

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in you heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved.  One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with 

the mouth, resulting in salvation. 

Introductory thoughts:  

The title of this unit is the foundations of our faith.  I think they intended this title to be more along the 

lines of the beginnings of the church.  Last week, we saw that the church was rooted in a faith that was 

generous, but that generosity had to have pure motives.  And this week we see how being rooted in 

faith helped the early church did not live in fear.  We have already seen this lack of fear in Peter as he 

boldly declared the gospel and the church as they prayed for boldness after Peter and John were 

arrested.  Today, we have another example of this level of fearless faith in Stephen who is the first 

Christian martyr. 

Point 1: God’s people speak boldly, empowered by the Spirit’s Presence  

Read Acts 6:1-15, and answer the questions below. 

1. What problem arose at the early church? 

2. How did the church leaders solve this problem? 

3. What was the job of the church leaders and the job of these 7 newly selected men? 

4. How is Stephen described in verses 3, 5, and 8? 

5. In verse 8, what else was Stephen doing in addition to his new role at church? 

6. In verses 9-14 what are the actions of the opposition?  Who else was treated like this from our 

studies? 

7. According to verse 10, who was with Stephen as he spoke? 

8. In verse 15, how does Stephen appear to the Sanhedrin? 

9. What lessons can we learn so far from the character and heart of Stephen and how that enabled 

him to spread the Gospel message and minister everywhere he went? 

Point 2: God’s people proclaim God’s Word, empowered by the Spirit’s understanding 

Read Acts 7:1-53, and answer the questions below.  (this passage is the entire sermon, our book 

emphasizes Acts 7:44-51) 

1. Write down all of the Old Testament stories you see in Stephen’s sermon. 

2. What big point is Stephen making as he shares all of this history? 

3. In verses 44-51 Stephen speaks of the Temple, ending with a quote from Isaiah 66:1-2.  What 

point is he making about the temple and worship and God in these verses? 

4. How does he describe the Sanhedrin in verse 51-53? 

5. Do you think he answers their question in verse 1 with this sermon? Why or why not? 

  



Point 3: God’s People face persecution, empowered by the Spirit’s filling 

Read Acts 7:54-60 

1. According to verse 54, what kind of emotions did the Sanhedrin experience after this sermon? 

2. In verses 57-59, what actions did the Sanhedrin take?  Do you think these were rational actions 

or an emotional response? 

3. What did God do for Stephen to strengthen and encourage him in verse 55? 

4. How did Stephen respond to their actions in verses 59-60?  Where have we seen similar actions 

in our studies? 

5. Who is specifically mentioned by name at this event?  How do you think this impacted his life? 

6. What can we learn from Stephen about how to stand up for what we believe in our culture 

today?  What did he do or not do and who empowered him? 

Concluding thoughts: 

There are a couple of recurring phrases in this story I want to point out – the Holy Spirit and the Glory of 

God.  Stephen lived empowered by the Holy Spirit that made him wise and a man of good reputation, 

filled with power and grace.  The opposition could not stand up to his wisdom.  In his sermon he 

mentions that the Glory of God visited Abraham and then in verse 55, he sees the Glory of God right 

before he is stoned to death.  Stephen’s life was all about living by the Spirit and showing others the 

Glory of God.  He had a boldness that displayed his faith without fear.  What a great reminder of how we 

should live as believers today! 

 


